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The Relationship of Voting Systems to the Parliamentary Opposition
Abstract

Parliamentary opposition is considered as a modern
terminology that has been dealt with in political and intellectual studies, and has attracted the
interest of intellectuals, researchers and writers concerned with contemporary political
systems, as it represents the main source to curb the control of power in democratic systems.
As polling systems that convert votes cast by voters into seats according to a mathematical
formula for each system based on the legitimacy of democratic systems, they are considered
the main factor in the strength and effectiveness of the opposition.
And to prove the validity of the hypothesis that the opposition in parliament is more powerful
and effective in the case of applying the majority voting system, and is less effective and
powerful in the case of adopting the mixed voting system, while it is in its weakest form in
the case of using the proportional representation polling system, through the impact of each
system on the number of seats and opposition parties within parliament, the systematic
analysis approach was adopted, as well as the descriptive analytical approach, with the use of
a quantitative statistical method, to explain the extent of the impact of polling systems on the
strength of the parliamentary opposition.
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Source: Norris, Pippa (2004) Electoral Engineering: Voting
Rules and Political Behaviour, New York: Cambridge
University Press, Chapter4, 2003.
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