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The Repercussions of the Ukrainian War on Russian Influence in the Middle
East: Challenges and Future Trends
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This study examines the repercussions of the Russian—Ukrainian war on the structure
of Russian influence in the Middle East, based on the premise that Russia's large-scale military
involvement in Ukraine has reshaped its foreign policy priorities and affected the level of its
regional presence and instruments of influence. The study adopts an analytical approach to
interpret the geopolitical and economic transformations resulting from the war, and their impact
on Moscow's relations with regional actors.

The findings indicate that Western sanctions, combined with military and financial
pressures, have reduced Russia's available resources, limiting its capacity to expand economic
and diplomatic influence in the Middle East, while its security presence in some strategic arenas
persists. Additionally, shifts in global energy markets have led Russia to redirect its exports,
constraining its ability to employ energy as a tool of political leverage. In response, Moscow
has adopted a pattern of selective, lower-cost partnerships, focusing on security coordination
and maintaining balance in regional relations.

The study concludes that Russian influence in the Middle East has not completely
retreated; rather, it has entered a phase of pragmatic repositioning with reduced commitments,
and its future remains contingent upon the outcomes of the war in Ukraine and Russia's ability
to adapt to an international environment characterized by escalating competition and
multipolarity.

Keywords: Russia, Ukrainian War, Impact and Repercussions of the Ukrainian War,
Challenges, Future Trends.
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