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This study seeks to clarify the strategy of hedging as a preventive
option adopted by regional powers to secure their interests and manage
uncertainty within a volatile international environment. Taking Iran as a
model, the research analyzes its geopolitical and demographic determinants,
alongside the flexible capacities of its political system to adapt to sanctions
and manage crises. The study highlights how Tehran employs its nuclear
program as a negotiating tool to extract gains and counterbalance external
pressures, in parallel with constructing a robust network of regional alliances
with non-state actors that grants it defensive depth and advanced deterrence in
the region. Finally, the research traces Iran's diligent pivot toward the East,
building close partnerships with competing global powers to mitigate
American hegemony and establish a multipolar international balance.
Keywords: Hedging, Soft Balancing, Strategic Ambiguity, Strategic
Independence, Hard Balancing.
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