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This research undertakes a thorough study and analysis of the most significant social
challenges and mechanisms associated with the reconstruction of the state in post-2003 Irag. These
challenges include the weakened role of the middle class, widespread unemployment, poverty, and
diminished civic values. In parallel, the study explores the key social mechanisms essential for rebuilding
the state, such as reactivating the role of the middle class, eradicating poverty, and addressing the
unemployment crisis. The research is grounded in the central hypothesis that the post-2003 Iraqi state-
building process has faced a series of social challenges, which must be confronted through social
mechanisms of a corresponding nature. The study is organized into two main sections:

The first section addresses the primary social challenges impeding state reconstruction in Iraq after
2003. The second section explores the most important social mechanisms necessary to overcome these
obstacles. The findings of the study reveal that the Iragi case represents an exception among diverse
societies. While many multi-ethnic and multi-cultural societies around the world exhibit high levels of
integration and social cohesion, Iraq has been characterized by persistent crises since its founding—
including a marginalized middle class, rampant poverty, and escalating unemployment. These issues
have long served as major impediments to establishing a modern civil state. Despite numerous political
strategies and policies implemented by successive regimes since Iraq’s establishment in 1921, the
country continues to face significant social challenges. The study concludes with several findings and
recommendations, including the need to abolish the culture of submission and reduce patriarchal cultural
norms. This can be achieved by promoting a culture of participatory politics and fostering national loyalty
over subsidiary affiliations.

Keywords: society, middle class, poverty, unemployment.
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