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The Contract Addendum in Civil and Commercial Contracts:

A Comparative Study
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This study examines the contract addendum as a contemporary legal instrument that
enables the parties to amend or adapt contractual terms in response to economic and social
changes that may arise after the original agreement has been concluded. The research outlines
the conceptual framework of the addendum and its legal nature as a complementary component
of the principal contract, while clarifying its degree of partial independence and the limits within
which it may introduce new provisions or reorganize the parties’ reciprocal obligations. The study
focuses on analyzing the practical functions of the addendum in regulating contractual
relationships, particularly in civiland commercial agreements such as sales, finance, and mortgage
contracts, where it serves as an effective mechanism for managing modifications required by
practical circumstances. The research also examines the legislative regulation of contract addenda
under the Iragi Civil Code, and provides a comparative analysis of corresponding rules in the
French Civil Code and the English common law system, highlighting the foundations adopted by
these legal systems in governing contractual amendments. In addition, the study reviews selected
judicial applications that have contributed to shaping the interpretative standards governing the
scope and legal effect of contract addenda. Through this analysis, the research offers a
comprehensive understanding of the role of the addendum in supporting the continuity of
contractual relationships within a coherent and balanced legal framework.

Keywords: contract addendum; stability of the contractual relationship; contract
modification; international contracts.
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